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HIS WHOLE FAMILY. 


MY DEAR WIFE AND CHILDREN, 


'T is with no ſmall degree of regret that I 
obſerve you to appear fo diſcontented about 

the want of reparrs in this our manor ; to be 
ſure, many's the time and often that I have 
had thoughts of making ſome repairs in the 
manor houſe, that the whole family might be 
comfortable, and the building weather-tight 
againſt any high winds, or other miſhaps that 
ſhould attack it, but what with the broils with 
one neighbour, and ſettling the diſputes of 
another, I don't know how, but I have al- 
ways been put off from my intention; not 
that, at preſent I have much cauſe to grum- 
ble neither; for, thank providence the free- 
hold 
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hold is in no Very bad caſe, I make 4 very good 
market of my ſloch, and I am in ſuch good re- 
pute, that, there 1s not a neighbour in any 
kind of trouble, but inſtantly comes to me for 
advice; and as J am Juſtice of Peace for the 
diſtrict, I generally ſettle things amicably; 
and, rather than not have my good intention 
take effect, I moſtly give ſomething out of 
my own pocket to make the parties drink, 
and ſo talk matters over a friendly bottle, 
ſhake hands and be friends; when my ge- 
neral toaſt is, May the honeſt heart never 
know difireſs,” which I hope all my children 
will drink with three tines three. 


Tobe ſure wife, I will allow that you have 
ſome reaſon to complain, becauſe you have not 
been admitted to many of our Jolly parties; 
but, as it would ſeem odd, you know, for 
wives to be bottle companions, you cannot 
think it ſtrange that you were obliged to go 
from table, after the King, the Conſtitution, 


and the Church were given, which you know 
are 


8 
gre my ſtanding toaſis after dinner; but as I 


would with to grant the ladies all the indulg- 
ence conſiſtent with the ſex, you ſhall have, my 
dear, all that you can expect from a reaſon- 
able man, and loving huſband; only, you muſt 
ſubmit, you know, to many peculiarities which 
very likely you may not underſtand at once, it 
would however be very fooliſßh to make your 
huſband look mean and ridiculous before com- 
pany ; for you ſhould confider, that to make 
me à laughing ſtock, would ſet the neighbour- 
hood to ſay that the grey mare is the better 
horſe,” and egad, I ſhould not wonder in the 
end if they made you and J to ride ſkyming- 
ton ; and would'nt you yourſelf now be ſorry 
to ſee us both mounted upon an aſs, which you 
are well convinced our neighbour Nick- Frog 
would furniſh to degrade us, more eſpecially as 
he has himſelf lately turned bankrupt, and 
cheated all his creditors, and is even now 
obliged to /ive upon the contributions, which 
he in a manner extorts from his paſſive neigh- 
bours, who are afraid of his violence, and 


therefore 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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therefore tamely give up their plate, &c. to be 


turned into money to feed the Sailiſs in poſ- 
ſeſſion of his premiſes, and at laſt, to enrich his 
own coffers, if juſtice does not put an end to his 
career; indeed I ſhould not wonder if juſtice 
at laſt laid hold on him, and his adherents, 
and made them pay for all this knavery. at the 
g allows. 


However, what have we to do with their af- 


1 ; let every tub ſtand upon its own bot- 


tom,“ ſay I. To be ſure there is a ſort of a 
buſy Chap, whom I formerly bound prentice 


to a ſtay-maker, but who ran away from his 


maſter, and went to the plantations ;, where, 


like an undutiful rogue, he ſided with my 
grand-children to make them throw off their obe- 
dience to me; if however, it is for their good, 
Jam happy, and ſhall always be pleaſed to hear 
that they do well—God bleſs them !—But as 
for this renegade of a dog, I have no patience 
with him—what does he do but goes away 
from my houſe, intrigues with all my neigh- 

© bours, 
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bours, gets Nick- frog to take him as his own, 
contrary to my inclination, —and, to ſhew 
what a ſmart hand he is at miſchief, deſtroys 
my fences, and tells my men they have no oc- 
caſion to awork any longer, for they will never 
be paid for their time; and abſolutely in the 
end, tries by all the cunning he is poſſeſſed of, 
and that is not a little, to pull down my houſe 


about my ears, and tells my children hat I 


am going to turn flep-father-—Was ever ſuch 
a villainous falſhood ? 


To be ſure the fellow cannot mean well to 
fet one's own children to ſpit in one's face — 
but it is the way with all ſuch baſtards, and 
he is 10 better, to degrade the /awful iſſue, 
that he might come in for part of the eflate— 
but hang me if he ſhall, wh I have any 
footing here, and indeed I am aſhamed of ſome 
of you, boys, for being ſeen with ſuch company 3 
beſides, what good can he do you? why he 
can only teach you diſobedience to your parents, 


which is contrary to the law of God and man; 
C and 


CE I 


and you know that over the communion ta- 
ble the fifth commandment promiſes to thoſe 
that ** honour their father and mother, long 
life in the land which the Lord their God has 
given them.” And is this one of the leſſons, 
which that fellow teaches you No, you know 
it is not; nay, don't look down like hung dogs, 
don't ;—but ſee what it is to be connected 
with /uch fly raſcals ; why I ſhould not won- 
der was he to tell you to rob my howſe, and 
murder your father and mother for the ſake 
of our proſpects. 


What !' ſhall ſuch a fellow as this, offer 
to inſtruct me in the manner how I fhall re- 
pair my freehold, which has ſtood for time out 
of mind. Aye boys, before moſt of you were 
born, or thought of. I cannot help wondering 


at his aſſurance ! What! 1 ſuppoſe I ſhall be 


told next what coat I muſt wear, what vic- 
tuals I muſt eat, and faith whether I may 
walk over my own grounds or no ! 


Had 


6 
Had he now come as a friend, and ſpoke to 


me myſelf, as thoſe friends of mine did for- 


merly; had he but told me of any thing that 
he ſaw which really wanted to be done ſome- 
thing to, why I ſhould have thanked him kmaly, 
given him a friendly glaſs, and, if there was 
reafon in what he ſaid, followed his advice.— 
But to go and endeavour t part man and wife, 
and make one's own fleſh and blood to rebel.— 
What does not ſuch a fellow deſerve ? And 
afterwards to try 0 diſtreſs your own father ! 
Why, my children, I wonder where was your 
ſpirit, that you didn't give ſuch a fellow a good 
drubbing, and cloſe his mouth. So it is, how- 
ever, young men ſeem to think they know 
better than their elders—but be aſſured, you 
can never put old heads upon young ſhoulders ; 
and therefore you ought to attend to the ad- 
vice of ſuch as know better than you. 


D—n his ſtucco work, and lath and plaſter, 
when I repair my houſe I will have good ſub- 


Hantial maſonry ; and none of your French 
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dale: ſudale none of your plaſier of Paris for 
me- like a good houſe, that will ſtand repair 
without injury, and laſt out my time: but only 
look out of the window and ſee what a bung- 
ling job they have made of old Nick-Frog's 
houſe! there, to be ſure, it muſt be con- 
feſſed that that houſe wanted ſome very ma- 
terial alterations, and I was glad to ſee when 
they went about it in a woriman-like manner; 
for it would have made a good addition to our 
view, and more comfortable to the inhabi- 
tants, and our neighbour might have had a 
certificate from his creditors ; in fact, he might 
have turned honeſt and lived happy, which I 
am ſure I would have helped him to do, as 
much as I am able ;—but no, what do theſe 
brokering fellows, who took the eſtate into 
their own hands, but mix up ſuch materials 
as wouldn't keep any houſe to ſtand together 
any long time at all; and to make the work 
more prepoſterous, they made uſe of ſo many 
and ſuch wretched ſcaffolds, that more than 
half the workmen, and thouſands of honeſt 


people 


houſe was originally conflrufted. 
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people have been killed before half the work 


is finiſhed, I am ſure I could'nt live in a 
place where ſo many loſe their lives, were I 
to have it for /zving in. 


Now, for my part, / I am let alone, and not 
plagued out of my life, I intend to make my 
habitation FIT To BE SEEN, and admired, not 
only for being a ſubſtantial manſion, but even 
for a king, and not a hole proper only for the 
reception of vagabonds and prlferers. ; and that 
you may be ſatisfied in what manner I intend 
to proceed, I ſhall carefully examine the foun- 
dation, to ſee that all is ſafe below ; but of 
that there is 20 occaſion, for my ſurveyors, 
whom I have employed theſe ten or a dozen 
years, to my own ſatisfaction and the ſafety 
of my family, tell me that it is as frm as the 


ſoundeſi materials can make it, and as all my 


beams and rafters are conſtructed of the BEST 
HEART OF OAK, I ſee no occaſion for fol- 
lowing any other plan than that on which the 


But 


„ 


But a friendly neighbour or two itiforms 
me, that in the manor is ſome waſte land 
which I underſtand is tenanted rent free, and 
that the holders of theſe lands take upon them- 
ſelves to diclate to the reſt of my tenants, in 
a a manner unbecomins Interlopers; for the Peace 
of my family, I ſhall get rid of theſe, and 
ſtrengthen my intereſt by campacting my te- 
nants into the larger freeholds, and thereby in- 
creaſe the landed intereſt, as the means to 
make my domains flouriſh. 


I alfo find fome /azy drones, that ſit by the 
fre, ſmoxe- their pipes, and read the news, and 
yet receive pari/h pay—thete mult jog ; for I 
will have no more cats than can catch mice; 
and then the labourer will till more chear- 
fully, confidering within himſelf that he is 
with a mafter that ve pays the labourer his 
hire. . 


Beſides, Iam told alſo that the goods which 
come from and go to market, are too much 
exacled 
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ræacted upon. If it is proved to be ſo; (but 
T; muſt have very good proof) I ſhall tell my 
fteward about it; for I won't let my tenants 
be oppreſſed; they know how. ready I am to 
bear all their real complaints, when they have 
any; they know I took off the poundage from 
their receipts when they paid their rent, and 
if there were any pariſh dues oppreſſive, only 
let them apply to me IN MY- MAGISTERIAL 
CAPACITY, and they ſhall akways ind the 
moſt generous rehef, But you mult tell them 
that I have had hard times of late: conſider 
only the expences 1 have been at in improving 
the e/tate, after the quarre! that 1 had with al/ 
my neighbours, when they aſſiſted the /epara- 
tion betwixt me and my dear grand children, 
which you all know gad nearly broken my 
Heart, and I am ſure you wall wonder I do as 


1do. But, however, my eſtate is in an im- 
proveable condition, and thank God it 45.65 it 
wt 


But 
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But, my boys, I want to know what is the 


cauſe that my fences are armed with furze, 
and that you carry about you pol, and load 


my grounds with Man-traps, as if an enemy was 
near. Pray let me have none of your innovations 


and fears. I am ſatisfied of the affetron of ten- 
ents, and if any miſchief-making petty-fogging 
poltron ſhould come upon the eſtate, to tell me 
what repairs I ought to make in my own houſe, 
I ſhall have him ducked in the hor/e-pond for his 
d- affurance—and afterwards have him Hat 
ed out of the village for a defignmg villain, who 


wants to inſtil evi principles into thoſe that 


would be happy among themſelves, were it not 
for ſuch fellows as theſe, who only want to 
ſet ut all by the ears, that they may fl their 
own pockets out of the ſpoils ;—but don't let em 


come here—for if they do, I will as ſurely ſet 


my dogs at them, as ſure as that they have got 
heads on their ſhoulders. It is not that [fear 
any hurt ſach fellows can do the efate ; but 
it is my duty to my family todrive away ſuch 


troubleſome vermin, at leaſt from my domams.— 
My 


( 


My whole dependence is upon my family, and 
whilſt theſe maintain heir aſfection, I ſhall be 
as happy as if KING GEORGE was my cou- 
/in—and what then ?—why may not I be re- 
lated to him as well as to any other—for when 
a relation honours me, why I /ike him, and will 
do all I can to help and aft him, and why not? 
for whilſt GEORGY is faithful to me by God, 
I will be /oving to him—and will /erve him by 
night or by day, in heat or in cold,—and, my 
boys, if you do not follow my ſteps in this as 
in all other neſpecis, I ſhall ſay that you are the 
undeſerving ſon of an aſfectionate father, and don't 
deſerve the inheritance which ] have laboured fo 
hard to keep for you. 


As for you, GeoRGE, I never found you un- 
faithful but once, and then I was, I muſt confeſs, 
halſ mad myſelf ; to be ſure, that raſcal OLIVER 
palmed me over with ſuch ſpecrious pretences, 
that I muſt confeſs I was taken in, and gave 
him and his crew permiſſion to do an act 17 


ſhall be always heartily ſorry for; but however 
D thoſe 
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thoſe were my younger days; and as J hope 
not to be a foo/ yrain in my manhood, J don't 
think I ſhall te ſo ps/ed upon again, nor you 
to be /o led awey as to commit any future act, 
which we ought to be i of, and which 
might bring diſgrace upon the whole family, 


as you ſee it has done with Lewis's there! 


ANDREW, you are a ſtout, raw-boned fel- 
low, and can endure co/d and fatigue ; I give 
you charge of that part of the manor that 
fronts the Northern diſtrict of the pariſh. Don't 
let your obedience fail, nor your A ection for 
your brothers; for you are all equally dear to 
me, and I would not have one hurt any more 
than the other, or that there ſhould be any 
lording it over each other, remember you are the 
branches of one common flock ; and remember al- 
ſo the fable of the bundle of ice, which I 
think 1 have read ſomewhere. But, how- 


ever, if you /iich cloſe by one another, and love 


one another with brotherly afteQtion, the devil 
himſelf can't hurt you, but you will four:/h in 
ſpite 


(+181 
ſpite of all the infernal hoſt, and comfort the 


ſpirits of 


Your affectionate 


Dec. 13, 1792. JOHN BULL. 


P. S. I ſhall attend the general ſeſſions, 
when, if you have any complaints to make, why 
give it in to the cer of the peace, and I will 
have it heard before the quorum ; and ſhould 
there be any thing amz/s, it ſhall be rectified. 
But let me have none of your noiſe and racket ; 
for if you come in any ot her manner than as 
men good and true, I will uſe my intereſt to 


have you all ſet in the ſtocks, and get yourſelves 
out how you can. 


[The loyalty and affeftion which the Printers 
bear towards their Sovereign, 1s the ſole cauſe 
of impeding the publication of this pamphlet, by 
their attending him . among thouſands to the 
Parliament Houſe. This alone conſtitutes their 
excuſe for neglect, any other excuſe ſhould not 
ſerve them, aud on this account only, the Editor 
truſts for the indulgence of the Public] 


Dec. 14th, 1792. 


